
RESOLUTION ADOPTING FOR USE THE ASHTABULA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE 
POLICY AND INCORPORATING THEREIN THE DATA BOARD ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE/RECORDS SECURITY 
POLICY, ASHTABULA COUNTY

WHEREAS, to increase the efficiency of transactions that require authorization by signature, electronic 

documents may be signed by a county official or any other of their legal designees via an electronic signature as defined 

by R.C. 1306.01, affixed through a secure process as stated in the Ashtabula County Data Board Electronic Signature 

Policy.  In accordance with R.C. §304.02, the Ashtabula County Board of Commissioners adopts the Ashtabula County 

Data Board Electronic Signature Policy and shall incorporate the Data Board Policy into this E signature policy to serve 

as its Electronic Record Security Policy; and

WHEREAS, the R.C.1306.01 defines an “electronic signature” as “an electronic sound, symbol, or process 

attached to or logically associated with a record and executed or adopted by a person with the intent to sign the record” 

and an electronic record as “a record created, generated, sent, communicated, received, or stored by electronic 

means.”  “Electronic” is defined as “relating to technology having electrical, digital, magnetic, wireless, optical, 

electromagnetic, or similar capabilities.”  For purposes of this policy “Electronic transaction” shall mean a transaction 

conducted or performed, in whole or in part, by electronic means or electronic records; and

WHEREAS, to the fullest extent permitted by law, the Ashtabula County Board of Commissioners may elect to accept 

electronic signatures as legally binding and equivalent to handwritten signatures to signify agreement to electronic 

transactions. In the furtherance of this Policy the Ashtabula County Board of Commissioners may:

1. Identify specific transactions that the Board of Commissioners will conduct by electronic means;

2. Identify specific transactions that the Board of Commissioners will not conduct by electronic means;

3. Specify the type of electronic signature required, the manner and format in which the electronic signature must 
be affixed to the electronic record, and the identity of, or criteria that must be met, by any third party used;

WHEREAS, the use of an electronic signature by any party to an agreement does not mean that the record has 

been signed by a person authorized by the Ashtabula County Board of Commissioners to sign that record.  Therefore, 

appropriate procedures designated in the Ashtabula County Data Board Electronic Signature Policy must be used to 

confirm that the person signing the record has the required signature authority.  An electronic signature used by a person 

without the authority to sign a given record or used on a given record for which that electronic signature method has not 

been approved will not be consider binding by the Ashtabula County Board of Commissioners; and

WHEREAS, all documents signed electronically in this manner shall have the same force and effect as if the county 

official or their designee had affixed his or her signature to a paper copy of the document. Electronic submission of such 

an electronically signed document submitted through legal or commercial means or by an authorized member or entity 

shall constitute an original legal signature for all legal and public purposes as an original hand signed copy for all 

purposes allowed by law; and 

WHEREAS, nothing in this policy limits the Board of Commissioner’s right or option to conduct a County transaction 

on paper or in non-electronic form, nor affect the Board of Commissioner’s right or obligation to have documents be 

provided or made available on paper when required by applicable policies, laws or regulations; now
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of Commissioners of Ashtabula County, Ohio that the 

Electronic Signature Policy is hereby adopted for use by the Ashtabula County Board of Commissioners, incorporating 

therein the Ashtabula County Data Board Electronic Signature/Records Security Policy.
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