Resolution No. 2023-198 March 28, 2023

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING ANNUAL REPORT OF CONNEAUT MUNICIPAL COURT FOR 2022

WHEREAS, In accordance with the provisions of Section 1901.14 of the Ohio Revised Code, Conneaut
Municipal Court has filed with this Board their 2022 Annual Report as required by law; and

WHEREAS, Said report which shows the work performed by the court, a statement of receipts and
expenditures of the civil and criminal branches, and the number of cases heard, decided and settled has been duly
examined by this Board; now

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of Commissioners of Ashtabula County, Ohio, that said report

is hereby accepted and filed.
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Upon the motion of Kathryn L. Whittington, seconded by J.P. Ducro IV,

VOTE:

Casey R. Kozlowski Aye
Kathryn L. Whittington Aye
J.P. Ducro IV Aye
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IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of a
resolution acted upon and duly passed by the Board of County Commissioners of
Ashtabula County, Ohio, on the date noted above.

Lisa Hawkins, Clerk of the Board
Board of County Commissioners
Ashtabufa County, Ohio
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Kathryn Whittington

Ashtabula County Commissioner
25 West Jefferson Street
Jefferson, Ohio 44047

RE: Conneaut Municipal Court 2022 Annual Report
Dear Ms. Whittington:

Enclosed please find the Annual Report for the Conneaut Municipal Court for calendar
year 2022, which is being sent to you pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 1901.14(A)(4).

Calendar year 2022 marked the 93™ year of operations for the Conneaut Municipal Court.
As you are aware, the Conneaut Municipal Court serves the City of Conneaut and Lake Erie to the
Canadian Border and specifically, the following agencies: Conneaut City Police Department,
Conneaut City Zoning Department, Ashtabula County Dog Warden, Ashtabula County Humane
Society, Ashtabula County Sheriff’s Department, Ohio Bureau of Employment, Ohio Department
of Liquor Control, Ohio Department of Natural Resources — Division of Natural Areas and
Preserves, Division of Watercraft, Division of Wildlife; Ohio Department of Public Safety, Ohio
Department of Taxation, Ohio State Highway Patrol, Ashtabula County Metroparks and Public
Utilities Commission of Ohio.

Staff Employment

In 2022, the Conneaut Municipal Court employed five full-time and one part-time staff
who work in the Criminal, Civil and Traffic Divisions of the Court, the Probation Department and
Security Division. In 2020, the Court created a Court Security Division and hired two additional
part-time staff who provide security to the Court and all of City Hall. Of all Court employees, one
full-time and two part-time staff (along with two other “on call” staff) provide security for the
Court and City Hall. As a result of an agreement reached between the Court, City Manager and
Finance Director, the costs associated with employment of Court Security Staff are shared equally
between the Court - utilizing the Special Project Funds discussed below - and the City of Conneaut.



Number of Filings and Jury Trials

The Court continues to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic in the number of filings.
However, in 2022, the number of filings increased in several areas when compared to 2021 as
follows:

11.3% increase in the number of Felony Criminal cases
26.6% increase in the number of Misdemeanor Criminal cases
9.5% increase in the number of OVI cases

7.8% increase in the number of Traffic cases

6.2% decrease in the number of Civil cases

46.2% decrease in the number of Small Claims cases

In 2022, the Court conducted four (4) jury trials.
One of the most notable of the above filings is the substantial decrease in the number of
civil filings. This is not unique to Conneaut Municipal Court, as most courts throughout Ohio

have experienced dramatic decreases in civil filings.

Blocked-Crossing Cases

As you know, on August 17, 2022, the Ohio Supreme Court issued a decision in State of
Ohio v. CSX Transportation, Inc., Slip Op. No. 2022-Ohio-2832. In CSX, the Ohio Supreme Court
held that Section 5589.21 of the Ohio Revised Code, known as the “blocked-crossing” statute, as
well as Section 553.01 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Conneaut, are preempted by the
Interstate Commerce Commission Termination Act of 1995, a federal statute that regulates rail
transportation. As a result, a total of 62 criminal cases against Norfolk Southern were dismissed
in 2022,

Special Projects Funds

Under Title 19 of the Ohio Revised Code, the Conneaut Municipal Court created the
Municipal Court Improvement Fund and Municipal Court Security Fund, known as the Court
Special Projects Funds and referred locally by the Conneaut Finance Department as “214
Accounts.” The monies in these Funds are financed entirely by court costs, are only disbursed by
Court order, and are not generally available to Conneaut City Council or the Board of
Commissioners of Ashtabula County. For the past 31 years, all of the computer, security, and
technology needs of the Court have been acquired, maintained and funded entirely from these
Special Project Funds and other grant funds obtained by the Court, and no tax dollars or general
revenue funds have been used to pay for the acquisition or maintenance of these items. During the
30-year history of the Court Improvement Fund and Municipal Court Security Fund, the sum of
$1,821,349.36 has been utilized from such Funds without any burden being placed on the City or
the County’s General Funds.

Ohio Attorney General Collections



The Court will soon be transferring overdue unpaid fine and cost accounts to the Ohio
Attorney General Office (OAG) for collection. The Court has entered into an agreement with the
OAG to begin collections, but much work is being performed to ensure our recently upgraded Case
Management System (CMS) with Civica is able to do so. You will recall from my 2021 Annual
Report that the Court received a grant in the amount of $72,794.00 from the Ohio Supreme Court
to upgrade the Court’s outdated CMS. The CMS upgrade is near completion as of the date of this
letter.

Renewal Court

The Court recently started a Specialized Docket known as “Renewal Court” with the goal
of addressing the unique needs of offenders with mental health and/or substance abuse disorders
that have contributed to an underlying criminal offense. On January 24, 2023 and with the
substantial assistance of the Ashtabula County Mental Health and Recovery Services Board
(MHRSB), Renewal Court received “Initial Certification” from the Ohio Supreme Court as a
Substance Abuse Mental Iliness (SAMI) specialized docket, one of only four SAMI courts in all
of the State of Ohio. With the continued assistance of the MHRSB, we expect that the Renewal
Court will be exclusively funded with grant monies in the future.

The Court has hired Stephanie Belconis, the former Felony Drug Court Coordinator for the
Ashtabula County Common Pleas Court, to serve as the part-time Renewal Court Coordinator.
Until grant funds are secured to compensate Ms. Belconis, the Court will utilize funds in the
Court’s Indigent Drivers Alcohol Treatment Fund (IDAT) where approximately $70,000.00 has
accumulated and not been utilized over many years. IDAT funds are now legally available to be
used for Specialized Docket Courts.

In less than two months ef operation, Renewal Court now has 4 participants, with a capacity
of 25 participants.

Livestreaming and Video Remote Proceedings

Finally, the Court is one of a very small number of courts in all of Ohio to livestream
criminal court proceedings on YouTube. Since February 2021, Conneaut Municipal Court has
been committed to transparency and ensuring that the community is able to view and have virtual
access to the criminal court proceedings being conducted in its local courtroom. The Court’s
YouTube channel has proven to be very popular, having as of the date of this letter about 700
subscribers. In addition, the Court also conducts a substantial number of video remote proceedings.
Video remote proceedings of those charged with a crime and who are incarcerated saves significant
staff time and expense, and protects public safety from having the inmate transported to Court. In
2020, Conneaut Municipal Court conducted 290 video remote hearings. In 2021, Conneaut
Municipal conducted 350 video remote hearings, and in 2022 the Court conducted over 410 video
remote hearings.

The Court sincerely appreciates having a cooperative working relationship with City
Manager Jim Hockaday, Finance Director John Williams, and Law Director John Lewis, as well



as all of City Council. [ wish to express my personal thanks to you for your assistance in making
Conneaut Municipal Court the best court it can be for all of the residents of the City of Conneaut.
Conneaut Municipal Court will also continue to serve our community by timely and correctly
disposing of all cases filed with the Court.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this report, and please feel free to contact me if
you have any questions or comments,

NAl/jam
Enclosures



IN THE CONNEAUT MUNICIPAL COURT
CONNEAUT, OHIO
ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2022

TRAFFIC CASES

OVI1 CASES

CIVIL CASES

CRIMINAL BRANCH (Misdemeanors) 2022
Cases Pending January 1, 2022 20
Cases filed during year 2022 351
Cases transferred in or reactivated 82
Total cases for 2022 4353
Cases pending December 31, 2022 06
Cases disposed of during year 2022 447

CRIMINAL BRANCH (Felonies)

Cases pending January 1, 2022 10
Cases filed during year 2022 98
Cases transferred in or reactivated 40
Total cases for 2022 148
Cases pending December 31, 2022 01
Cases disposed of during year 2022 147
Cases pending January 1, 2022 12
Cases filed during year 2022 784
Cases transferred in or reactivated 40
Total cases for 2022 836
Cases pending December 31, 2022 07
Cases disposed of during year 2022 829
Cases pending January 1, 2022 00
Cases filed during year 2022 23
Cases transferred in or reactivated 02
Total cases for 2022 25
Cases pending December 31, 2022 02
Cases disposed of during year 2022 23
Cases pending January 1, 2022 65
Cases filed during year 2022 206
Cases transferred in or reactivated 00
Total cases for 2022 271
Cases pending December 31, 2022 77
Cases disposed of during year 2022 194

SMALL CLAIMS DIVISION
Cases pending January 1, 2022 00
Cases filed during year 2022 07
Cases transferred in or reactivated 00
Total cases for 2022 07
Cases pending December 31, 2022 00
Cases disposed of during year 2022 07

TOTAL CASES DISPOSED OF DURING YEAR 2022

-1-

1,647



MISCELLANEOQOUS CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS

Preliminary Hearings

Search Warrants Issued

Cases appealed to Higher Court
Jury Trials

Extradition Proceedings

Rule (4) Bond Hearings
Sentence Compliance and Review Hearings
Revocation Hearings
Expungements

Pre-trials

Trial

MISCELLANEOQOUS CIVIL PROCEEDINGS

Marriages

Judgment Debtors Examination
Landlord-Tenant Cases filed
Hearings on Motions

Cases Appealed to a Higher Court
Judgments Transferred In

Appeals (Bureau of Motor Vehicles)
Writs of Restitution Issued
Pre-trials

TRUSTEESHIP PROCEEDINGS

Trusteeships Pending January 1, 2022
Trusteeships Filed During Year 2022

Trusteeships on Docket During Year 2022
Trusteeships Dissolved During Year 2022

Trusteeships Pending December 31, 2022

ESCROW PROCEEDINGS

Escrows Filed During Year 2022
Escrows Dissolved During Year 2022
Escrows Pending December 31, 2022

2022

54
38
06
04
18
05
71
60
13
457
0%

12
00
61
65
00
00
00
22
18

01
00

01
00

01

00

00
00



| 966289
[ o009z
96'89%'S
00181
[ wozerr
SUDIIBI0D PANGUISIPUS

- $ 68L/£2. § 99v695S
LESSTLL §
| TE206'ES §
00028+ $

0006%'8

Tee'120'sz

| 5560

SZ6Zr'S

+

- § 6887, $ 99V69SS $ | 0GGZEPZ § STIITUOT § OZEYS'99E § EIGLIISE $ EVBOE

- $ 000z8'L $ -
- $ 2520€'€S $ SZ6ZY'S

+

$ 05GZE'vT ¢ | ST14Z'20Z §

3 o

$
$

swewisnipy  painguisiq paInguisig

| 0SV9€L § 0SSZEVT § 99VIEOLL

S1YI0 0L sEIg 0L

ooorz  §
SLALIZ §
o00Zr't $
000 §
1861EL §
ooesy  §
00662 § |
000s9  §
000zr  $

‘oooze  $
oosrl'y $
Torwwz9 §
T
£E0E6'Er §
$

- +

- $ - $ 000802

- $ SLZIEYE § SYEL066 $ SOLZT6 $ EPE6LZ
i i il ; 4 i |
- $ 1g652°ZL $ 1#'S9205 $ 05GZEVE $ . 05'8S¥'ZL) $ | 8LGS¥'GOZ $ | BLELL'O9ZT § OOZYVE'S

Awnog oy | AIDoL | anquisigol | suoidaled | V20ZIVEMZH .
[EjoL FAANTA SUOIIR|OD PAINUISIPUN | S1d1303d

paNGUISI] | paINguisig

€10,
SLNOAYE NOILNLILSIHANOS
$334 A¥NT
INIMSLINIWIOANT
331SNYL
SNOILYHVAIY ANVLOY
1H¥0ddNS ISNISIA LNIDIANI
INIWIDHOANI MY ONYa

SONIGaIM
S1S02 WAID
SNOILYIOIA DNIAOW-NON
IWVHOOHd NOILNIANILNI 3SNID dSNS
IN3WLYIYL TOHODTY SYIAING LNIDIONI
LNIWLYIHL TOHODTY LNIDIANI
. aNN4 NOILY8O¥d

ANN4 YO0 TH3LNI TORODTY LINIODIONI
aNNd NOILYONA3 ING
a4o 9nya
INIW3SHNEWIFY TIvr INQ|
ANN4 INAWAYd QILYWOLNY
aNNZ NOISIAYIANS 1INaY
aNN4d ALIEND3S L8NOD TYIDINNN
ANN 4 INGWIAOHAWI LINOD TYIDINAW
S1S00 % SaNIJ

‘SNOLLYIOTTY NOLLNGRLSIA

$ 00S¥8 ¢ 00GEZ') asisny)
o

olyel | fleuruL

& B B

2202 '1€ ¥3aW303a
FINAIHIS TVININTIddNS

ALNNOD YINGVLIHSY LNYINNOD 40 ALID




