
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CRIME ENFORCEMENT AGENCY OF ASHTABULA COUNTY INTERAGENCY 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN ASHTABULA COUNTY SHERIFF, ASHTABULA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS; 
CONNEAUT CITY POLICE CHIEF; CONNEAUT CITY MANAGER; GENEVA CITY POLICE CHIEF; GENEVA CITY 
MANAGER; GENEVA-ON-THE-LAKE POLICE CHIEF AND GENEVA-ON-THE-LAKE VILLAGE MAYOR 

WHEREAS, This Agreement is entered into by and between Ashtabula County Sheriff William Niemi (Sheriff), 

Ashtabula County Commissioners, Conneaut Police Chief Michael Colby (CPD Chief), Conneaut City Manager James 

Hockaday, Geneva Police Chief John Camper (GPD Chief), Geneva City Manager Joseph Varckette, Geneva-on-the-

Lake Police Chief Kyle Cawley (GOTLPD Chief), and Geneva-on-the-Lake Village Mayor Dwayne Bennett Sr. 

(collectively "Parties"); and 

WHEREAS, the Sheriff, the CPD Chief, the GPD Chief, and the GOTLPD Chief are charged with the general 

duty of preserving the peace, protecting persons and property, obeying and enforcing all ordinances of the legislative 

authority of a municipal corporation, all criminal laws of the state and the United States, all court orders and protection 

orders issued in their respective jurisdictions; and 

WHEREAS, Section 311.29(B) of the Ohio Revised Code  allows  the Sheriff, from time to time, to enter into 

contracts with any municipal corporation, and any such subdivision and authority may enter into agreements with the 

Sheriff pursuant to which the Sheriff undertakes and is authorized by the contracting subdivision, authority, or county 

to perform any police function, exercise any police power, or render any police service on behalf of the contracting 

subdivision, authority, or county, or its legislative authority, that the subdivision, authority, or county, or its legislative 

authority, may perform, exercise, or render; and

WHEREAS, Section 737.04 of the Ohio Revised Code provides that a legislative authority of any municipal 

corporation, in order to allow its police officers to work in a multijurisdictional drug, gang, or career criminal task force, 

may enter into contracts with one or more municipal corporations or county sheriffs in this state upon any terms that 

are agreed upon, for services of police departments or the use of police equipment or for the interchange of services 

of police departments or police equipment within the several territories of the contracting subdivisions; and 

WHEREAS, Section 311.29(D) of the Ohio Revised Code provides that contracts entered into pursuant to R.C. 

§ 311.29(B) shall provide for the reimbursement of the county for the costs incurred by the sheriff for such policing; shall 

provide for the ascertainment of such costs and shall be of any duration, not in excess of four years; and may contain 

any other terms that may be agreed upon. Further, this section provides that the sheriff shall assign the number of 

deputies as may be provided for in any such contract, and the number of deputies regularly assigned to such policing 

shall be in addition to and an enlargement of the sheriff’s regular number of deputies; and

WHEREAS, the Parties recognize that the jurisdiction and authority of the Sheriff, CPD Chief, GPD Chief, and 

the GOTLPD Chief are limited and that such limitations are detrimental in combating drug-related and gang-related 

crime within Ashtabula County, including the three municipalities therein, and that the problem can be most effectively 

combated by the pooling of their resources and the joint exercise of their respective authorities; and

WHEREAS, each of the Parties enter into this Interagency Agreement to provide to their citizens the most 

effective law enforcement protection against those who engage in actions detrimental to public safety; and
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WHEREAS, each of the Parties enter into this Interagency Agreement to provide to their citizens the most 

effective law enforcement protection against those who engage in actions detrimental to public safety; now

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of Commissioners of Ashtabula County, Ohio that the 

interagency agreement be approved in accordance with the copy now on file in this office.
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