
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION TO THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR 
CONSIDERATION AND AUTHORIZATION TO RETAIN THE SERVICES OF SPECIAL COUNSEL, MANSOUR 
GAVIN, LPA TO REPRESENT THE ASHTABULA COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS IN A CHALLENGE OF 
RIGHT TO VOTE AND CORRECTION OF REGISTRATION LIST REGARDING THE ASHTABULA COUNTY 
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY, COLLEEN O’TOOLE

WHEREAS, on October 3, 2023, the Board of County Commissioners of Ashtabula County (the Board) 

received a request from the Ashtabula County Board of Elections (the BOE) to make joint application to the 

Ashtabula Court of Common Pleas (Court) with the Ashtabula County Prosecuting Attorney (Prosecutor) to 

authorize the Board to employ outside legal counsel to represent the BOE in the BOE’s receipt of Form 257, 

Challenge of Right To Vote and Correction of Registration List which challenges the elector status of the Prosecutor 

(the Matter) (a copy of the BOE’s request is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference as Attachment 

1); and 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 305.14(A) authorizes the Court, upon joint application of the 

Board and the Prosecutor, to employ legal counsel to assist the Prosecutor, the Board, or any other county officer 

in matters; 

WHEREAS, on October 3, 2023, the Prosecutor did not respond by the informed deadline of 2:00 p.m. as 

to whether or not she consents to the joint application; and

WHEREAS, because the Prosecutor has an inherent conflict in representing the BOE in the Matter of which 

the Prosecutor is the subject, the Board seeks consideration and authorization from the Court to employ separate 

legal counsel for the BOE to represent the BOE in the Matter; and

WHEREAS, the Board, on its own, requests the Court consider the Board’s application and authorize the 

Board to employ outside legal counsel to the BOE to represent it in the Matter; and 

WHEREAS, the Board desires to retain the services of Mansour Gavin, LPA to represent the BOE in this 

Matter at a cost not to exceed $2,500.00.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of Commissioners of Ashtabula County, Ohio, that 

an application to the Ashtabula County Court of Common Pleas for authorization to contract with outside legal 

counsel to provide legal services for the for the Ashtabula County Board of Elections in the Matter, as further 

outlined above. The cost of same shall be borne by Ashtabula County.
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